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VNEB: Development and Transport Action Group

Newsletter Number Five: 15 November 2012

Announcing a public meeting

Northern Line Extension –Ramboll Reports
When: 6pm-9pm Tuesday 4 December

Where: South Lambeth Library, 180 South Lambeth Road, SW8 1QP
This is a follow-up meeting to the public meeting on 10th September, and Lambeth say it

is intended to “give an update on where we are and allow residents to engage in
discussion on outstanding issues.” An agenda will be issued prior to the meeting.

Send your concerns on technical/environmental NLE issues to Ramboll.
Email: transportplanning@lambeth.gov.uk

TfL Consultation Closes on 16th December

Register concerns now so that they can be used in TfL’s TWAO application next year.

Tell TfL that you want an independent strategic transport needs analysis and
integrated transport recommendation that covers all modes of transport. Tell them that
you want them to put the NLE proposal on hold till this is done.

Tell TfL (and Ramboll) that you have concerns about:-

congestion and overcrowding at Kennington station, how will it cope with the
increased traffic without a major upgrade, and how would this be paid for;

noise and vibration from the proposed Northern Line. Noise limits should be
within WHO guidelines, of less than 30 decibels.

TfL should explain and justify clearly their predicted passenger route numbers,
particularly for the predicated use of the Bank branch and be more sensitive to
local objections in the siting of ventilation and other shafts.

TfL’s consultation https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/tube/nle
By mail:        Business Reply Licence Number RRZL-CUSK-AAEE
                      TfL Northern line extension,
                      Floor 10, Windsor House,
                      42-50 Victoria Street, London SW1H 0TL

Northern Line Extension - what are the alternatives?

A public meeting was held on 14 November at which about fifty local residents and
representatives of local residents associations heard a presentation by DATA and made a
significant contribution of ideas. There was an overwhelmingly strong view that there
should be an independent and comprehensive strategic transport needs analysis rather

DATA



The DATA Group is an umbrella organisation covering many residents associations in the
VNEB area. A number of residents associations share our aim of ensuring that an

appropriate transport strategy is adopted for the VNEB development area. Please contact
DATA via your residents association by email at: vneb.datagroup@gmail.com

2

than rush ahead with TfL’s proposed Northern Line Extension. Caroline Pidgeon, Leader
of the Liberal Democrat London Assembly Group, chaired the meeting and spoke of her
concerns that TfL’s plans had not been sufficiently tested against other options to merit
the large contribution of public funding it now needed.

TfL’s cost predictions have gone up from £500 million a year ago to £950 million now,
and were likely to increase substantially. One reason for the likely increase is that TfL’s
NLE plans are current costed on lowest possible environmental standards with little
regard for the public good. They are now being pressed hard to raise these standards
considerably, for example to limit noise, which will cause costs to rise steeply.

TfL had arrived at its decision to construct a Northern Line Extension in 2009 without,
they admit, considering seriously a number of other possible options, or mix of options.
Their commuter travel figures are dubious and their claim to rule out the Victoria Line on
the grounds that it could not absorb the increased predicted usage is contradicted by their
own Consultant’s reports at the time.

Concerns were raised that if a Northern Line Extension were built it would do nothing to
address the other very significant transport problems across Lambeth (and, in fact, may
make some worse) but it would absorb so much money that there would be none left to
try to address these other transport problems at all. Indeed, the total amount of money
predicted to be collected in development levy that should be used on public realm
improvements, libraries, medical facilities, open spaces etc would be absorbed
completely by the current cost of the Northern Line Extension.

There were several ideas on emphasis and tactics, including suggestions to come up with
a concrete alternative to the NLE and brand it effectively so that it would be catchy, and
ideas to split the lobbying so that TfL were lobbied about deficiencies in the NLE itself
and politicians should be lobbied to instruct TfL to look at alternative options. It was also
suggested that the Mayor might not be aware, therefore should be told, of the real
challenges that were now arising with the NLE proposal, and the circumstances leading
to the decision to make it the flagship transport solution for the VNEB OA.

Overall, there was a strong majority in favour of DATA’s View: A development the
size of the VNEB OA, and the complexity of Lambeth’s transport challenges, require an
independent strategic transport needs analysis.  So much depends on getting this right.
The transport strategy should give priority to the needs of residents (present and
future) and integrate with wider transport initiatives, such as CrossRail. It should be fit
for purpose for Lambeth, and find synergy with wider transport solutions.

More on this will be circulated by the organisers, Ishbel Brown Liberal Democrat
Councillor for Oval Ward, shortly. Meanwhile, DATA’s presentation to the meeting and
Newsletters are at: http://tinyurl.com/bmqoknf and http://tinyurl.com/cul7usd respectively.

If you think the real facts on the NLE should be aired and an independent transport needs
analysis undertaken please tell Lambeth Council now
at: transportplanning@lambeth.gov.uk and make your voice heard with TfL
at:nle@tfl.gov.uk and SMBNLE@tfl.gov.uk
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