
Bonnington Square Resurfacing Consultation Report  
Introduction and background  

Bonnington Square was selected for pavement resurfacing as part of the Highways Investment 
Programme 2015-2016. A number of trees were identified that will cause problems once 
pavement resurfacing starts. Highways initially proposed to remove all trees causing pavement 
damage and replace them with new trees. Lambeth officers attended a site walkabout with lead 
residents and thirteen trees were identified that will cause problems with resurfacing. A local 
consultation was done by Bonnington Square Garden Association (BSGA) proposing that:  

 Six cherry trees and a large ash could be replaced as part of longer-term urban renewal 
programme.  

 Five gingkos that are heritage trees should be saved  
 

Lambeth proposed removing only trees with excessive tree root damage. An alternate proposal 
was to remove all trees and repave using modular paving and replace trees with suitable 
species. The consultation allowed respondents to choose the type of paving they want and what 
tree replacement they will prefer.  
 
We sent out 478 documents to Bonnington Square, Langley Lane and Vauxhall Grove. We 
received 115 responses, a response rate of 24% which is above the average of 10%. The 
consultation took place from 18 May to 5 June 2015.  

 

Survey Results  

Q1. 68% of respondents wanted only the trees with excessive root damage to be removed.   
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Q2. 84% of respondents wanted modular paving with Breedon Gravel around tree root only.  
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Q3. Robin Hill Serviceberry & Flowering Cherry are the preferred choices for tree replacement  
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Comments and Comment themes 

 Against the removal of any of the existing trees. (11)  

 A variety of trees should be used to replace any taken away. This will keep it in character with 

the current variety of species in Bonnington Square.  (2) 
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Q3. What tree replacement will you prefer?  



 Preserve the aesthetic of Bonnington Square (2) 

 The large Cherry trees are damaging the pavement, block light and potentially could cause 

damage to houses. I would like them to be replaced by a smaller, more manageable type of tree. 

 “There has been a substantial opposition to repaving and removing of trees in Bonnington 

Square.  Bonnington Square is a no-through Road. Planning to resurface the pavement and 

thereby removing well loved trees, I would like Lambeth to consider:  

 

o 1. Rainwater absorbing: London being more and more build over needs to welcome every 

opportunity of water absorbing surfaces.  

o 2. Air quality: mature trees are more efficient in oxygen production than newly planted 

young ones.  

o 3. Insects /bees: It takes long time to re-establish valuable insect cultures”.  

 

 Trees planted should be beneficial to pollinator insects.  

 

 Native English trees preferred with the same mixture of greenery and paving.  

 

 Plant fertile trees (non –ornamental). Plant wild and native species. 

 

Conclusion  

Majority of the respondents want only the trees with excessive tree root damage to be removed.  

Respondents will like to retain heritage trees. Modular paving with Breedon Gravel around tree 

roots is the most popular paving option choice. Robin Hill Serviceberry and Flowering Cherry are the 

most preferred options to replace any tree removed.  

 

 


